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Urbanization as an Inevitable Global Phenomena 

Percentage and location of urban agglomerations with at least 500,000 inhabitants, UN, 2014. 
 

 

[²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ population]1: 
 
Å 30% was urban in 1950 (746 million);  
Å 54% residing in urban areas in 2014 (3.9 billion); 
Å 66% is projected to be urban by 2050 (6.4 billion estimated) 

[Number of megacities]1: 
 

Å 10 megacities in 1990 (home to 153 million pp);  
Å 28 megacities in 2014 (home to 453 million pp); 

Å 41 megacities by 2030 projected (population >10 million)   

1 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2014). World Urbanization Prospects: The 2014 Revision, Highlights 



Istanbul, bridging Europe and Asia, is one of the fastest-growing metropolitan areas in the world 
hosting approximately 15 million inhabitants. With an annual population growth rate of 3.45% 2.  

2 Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat), (2016). (data retrieved: 07.11.2016), Accessible at: < http://www.tuik.gov.tr/PreTablo.do?alt_id=1027> 



Fig. 2: Built-up areas in Istanbul  (1975, 1990, 2010) 
Source: livescience. Accessible at: 
<http://i.livescience.com/images/i/000/016/714/origina
l/Istanbul_over_time.jpg?1305651163> 

Fig. 1: Population Density in Turkey2  

Population Density in Turkey (TurkStat, 2016)  

Arithmetic density of cities (person/km²) 

[Population in Istanbul]2: 
 
Å 680,857 (1927) 
  
Å 2,772,708 (1980)  

 
Å 14,804,116 (2016)  

 
Å 16.6 million (2023)  
       estimated by TurkStat. 

2 Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat), (2016).  (data retrieved: 07.11.2016), 
Accessible at: < http://www.tuik.gov.tr/PreTablo.do?alt_id=1027> 
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YEAR Fig. 2: Built-up areas in Istanbul  (1975, 1990, 2010) 
Source: livescience. Accessible at: 
<http://i.livescience.com/images/i/000/016/714/origina
l/Istanbul_over_time.jpg?1305651163> 

2 Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat), (2016).  (data retrieved: 07.11.2016), 
Accessible at: < http://www.tuik.gov.tr/PreTablo.do?alt_id=1027> 
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Fig. 3: Water Reservoirs and Location of the Omerli Watershed in Istanbul3  

WATER RESERVOIRS IN ISTANBUL & 
OMERLI WATERSHED 

The Omerli Watershed is the 
most important drinking water 
source among the seven 
watersheds, supplying almost 
1/3 of LǎǘŀƴōǳƭΩǎ drinking water 
demand. It also is one of the 
most vulnerable, being under 
pressure from extensive urban 
development.  

3 Tezer, A., Ulugtekin, N., Ertekin, O., Goksel, C., Terzi, F. (2011). Omerli Watershed: Ecological assets and bird atlas. Cenkler Press, Istanbul 


